EDINBURGH
 1180
 EDMONTON
 
cler  the   Stuart   kings.     Population,   1921,
420,281; 1931, 438,998.
EDINBURGH, university of, a univer-
sity established at Edinburgh, Scotland, in
1582, by a charter granted by James VI.
The government is vested in a senate, the
university court and a general council. The
general council consists of the chancellor,
members of the university court, the profes-
sors and all graduates of the university,, De-
grees are given in music, science, arts, divin-
ity, law and medicine. The medical depart-
ment has attained a world-wide reputation
for its efficiency. In normal years the fac-
ulty numbers 200 and there are about 2,000
students enrolled. The library contains 220,-
000 volumes and many manuscripts. In ad-
dition to this, there is a theological library
of about 10,000 volumes. Women are ad-
mitted to university privileges.
EDISON, thomas alva (1847-1931), the
most notable inventor of modern times, aptly
called the "wizard of electricity." He was
born at Milan, Ohio, received a common
school education, and when still a mere lad
began work as a newsboy on the Grand
Trunk Railway. He learned printing in
spare moments and edited and printed the
Grand Trunk "Herald in the baggage car of
the train on which he was employed. A
course in telegraphy was given him in recog-
nition of his having saved a child's life,
and he became a very rapid and skilful
operator. He was employed by the Western
Union Telegraph Company and in this
capacity began the series of inventions
which, brought "him fame.
After brief sojourns in several western
cities he settled in Boston. Carrying on his
experiments there, lie was able to overcome
the difficulties connected with sending two
messages in opposite directions at the same
time over the same wire. In 1868 Edison
happened to be in New York when the indi-
cator at the Gold and Stock Exchange broke
ckfivn. He volunteered his services and suc-
ceeded in adjusting the instrument
His laboratories were first located at Menlo
Park, K. J., and later he established head-
quarters at Orange, N, J., where lie afterward
lived. He has devoted himself mainly to
electricity, but has had marked success in
other lines. He has taken out at least
patents. Some of his roost valuable
s, patented in other countries as
as w America, are the phonograph, an
 instrument for making permanent records
of articulate sounds; the microphone, which
detects the faintest sound; the megaphone,
by the aid of which ordinary sounds can be
heard at a great distance; the microtasmeter,
which records minute variations in temper-
ature. His incandescent lamp combines
purity, steadiness, safety and simplicity and
is the most widely used of all of his inven-
tions. The kinetoscope, which is one of his
latest inventions, is a machine for projecting
motion pictures. Although he has never
made a great scientific discovery, Edison has
done an inestimable service to mankind in
applying scientific knowledge to practical
ends. His influence on the industries and
commerce of America cannot be overesti-
mated.
ED'MOWTOK, alberta, the capital of the
province, 800 miles northwest of Winnipeg
and 525 miles east of Vancouver. It is sit-
uated on two great railway systems, the Cana-^
dian Pacific and the Canadian National rail-
roads, which have also numerous branch lines
radiating from the city, and on the north
branch of the Saskatchewan River. Edmon-
ton is one of the most important cities of
Western Canada. Of the towns in the
prairie provinces only Calgary and Winnipeg
were larger in 1931. In 1901 there were only
2,626 people in the city; in 1921 the number
had increased to 58,821, and in 1931 to 70,-
197.
The industries of the city include meat-
packing establishments, foundries, saw mills,
flour mills, brickyards, grain elevators, cigar-
making, motor-boat yards, as well as a great
variety of lesser factories. There are many
branch banks and large wholesale houses.
Educational facilities are unexcelled; the
University of Alberta is here, and the city
also has Robertson College, Roman Catholic
convents and a seminary. The churches
number more than forty. The finest build-
ings are those of the provincial parliament
and of the university.
Edmonton is the center of a vast timber
region; there is natural gas in. the vicinity,
and strong indications of oil are not lacking.
There are thirty coal mines in or near the
city* The municipality owns tha public
utilities—electrie light, waterworks, tele-
phones and the street railways*
Edmonton was the site of a trading post
as early as 1795; a few years later it "bseame
one of the outposts of the Hn<JsoB*s Bay

